
Martin Bird’s Prayers for  
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Sunday 1st November 2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday (Alfred) 

Reading – Luke Chapter 13, verses 10 to 17 

On a Sabbath Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues, and a woman was 
there who had been crippled by a spirit for eighteen years. She was bent over and 

could not straighten up at all. When Jesus saw her, he called her forward and said to 
her, “Woman, you are set free from your infirmity.” Then he put his hands on her, and 

immediately she straightened up and praised God. Indignant because Jesus had 
healed on the Sabbath, the synagogue leader said to the people, “There are six 

days for work. So come and be healed on those days, not on the Sabbath.” The Lord 
answered him, “You hypocrites! Doesn’t each of you on the Sabbath untie your ox or 
donkey from the stall and lead it out to give it water? Then should not this woman, a 
daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has kept bound for eighteen long years, be set 

free on the Sabbath day from what bound her?” When he said this, all his opponents 
were humiliated, but the people were delighted with all the wonderful things he was 

doing. 

Lord Jesus, healer of infirmities, we read in the gospels, time and again, how you 
were not afraid to go against the accepted norms, and do the right thing. When 

you healed the infirm woman on the Sabbath, the synagogue leader was incensed 
and couldn’t believe it. But you simply pointed out how hypocritical he was and 

how right it was that the woman be healed. Jesus, our guide, guide us in our 
everyday lives to do as you did and to live and you lived, to always know what the 
right thing to do is, and to do it, no matter what the accepted norm might be and 
no matter how much other people might think we are doing the wrong thing. You 
call us to follow you, Jesus our leader, so help us to follow you in this and always do 
the right thing, rather than the easy thing, so that more and more people may be 

able to see the right thing for themselves and follow you. Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Tuesday 

Reading – John Chapter 15 , verses 12 to 17  

 My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no one 
than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.  You are my friends if you do what I 

command.  I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his 
master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned 

from my Father I have made known to you.  You did not choose me, but I chose you 
and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so 
that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you. This is my command: 

Love each other. 

Jesus, your heart is so full of love and you call us to be the same. “Greater love has 
no one that this; to lay down one’s life for one’s friends” is what you said, and what 
the disciples didn’t know at the time, but what we know now, is that that is exactly 

what you would do. You died on the cross to save your friends. Let us not forget that 
you also said that anyone who follows your commands is your friend. So, we pray, let 

us love each other as you have and do love us, so that we may be following your 
commands, and so that we, too, may be your friends. You died to save us all – now 

help us to give all to follow you. Amen 

 

 

Wednesday  (Simon & Jude) 

Reading – Jude, verses 1 to 4, and 17 to the end 

But, dear friends, remember what the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ foretold. They 
said to you, “In the last times there will be scoffers who will follow their own ungodly 

desires.” These are the people who divide you, who follow mere natural instincts and 
do not have the Spirit. But you, dear friends, by building yourselves up in your most 

holy faith and praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in God’s love as you wait for 
the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to bring you to eternal life. Be merciful to those 

who doubt; save others by snatching them from the fire; to others show mercy, mixed 
with fear—hating even the clothing stained by corrupted flesh. 

To him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you before his glorious 
presence without fault and with great joy -  to the only God our Saviour be glory, 
majesty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now 

and forevermore! Amen. 

Lord God, in the book of Jude we are given important directions. Help us to 
build ourselves up in holy faith, and to pray in the Holy Spirit. Help us to keep 

ourselves in your love as we wait for the mercy of your son, our Lord Jesus 
Christ to bring us to eternal life. Help us to be merciful to all who doubt, 

knowing that at one time or another we all doubt and need others to be 
merciful to us. Help to save others when we can and always to show mercy 

to others as you have always shown mercy to us. To him who is able to keep you 
from stumbling and to present you before his glorious presence without fault and 

with great joy -  to the only God our Saviour be glory, majesty, power and authority, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore! Amen. 

 



Thursday  (James Hannington) 

Reading – John Chapter 16, verses 1 to 15 

Now I am going to him who sent me, yet none of you asks me, ‘Where are you 
going?’ Rather, you are filled with grief because I have said these things. But very 

truly I tell you, it is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the 
Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. When he comes, he 

will prove the world to be in the wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment: 
about sin, because people do not believe in me; about righteousness, because I am 
going to the Father, where you can see me no longer; and about judgment, because 

the prince of this world now stands condemned. “I have much more to say to you, 
more than you can now bear. But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide 

you into all the truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, 
and he will tell you what is yet to come. He will glorify me because it is from me that 

he will receive what he will make known to you. All that belongs to the Father is 
mine. That is why I said the Spirit will receive from me what he will make known to 

you.” 

Lord Jesus, we thank you that you went to heaven to be with your Father and our 
heavenly Father so that we could get the best helper possible – the Spirit of truth. 

Help us to listen for the words of the Holy Spirit in our lives, and never forget that it is 
always there for us, leading us, helping us and guiding us every day. May the Spirit of 

truth truly guide your whole world into all the truth so that all may come to God, 
through you, our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen  

 

Friday 

Reading – Psalm 111 

Praise the LORD. I will extol the LORD with all my heart in the council of the upright and 
in the assembly. Great are the works of the LORD; they are pondered by all who 

delight in them. Glorious and majestic are his deeds, and his righteousness endures 
forever. He has caused his wonders to be remembered; the LORD is gracious and 

compassionate. He provides food for those who fear him; he remembers his 
covenant forever. He has shown his people the power of his works, giving them the 

lands of other nations. The works of his hands are faithful and just; all his precepts are 
trustworthy. They are established for ever and ever, enacted in faithfulness and 
uprightness. He provided redemption for his people; he ordained his covenant 
forever - holy and awesome is his name. The fear of the LORD is the beginning of 
wisdom; all who follow his precepts have good understanding. To him belongs 

eternal praise. 

Lord God, it can be so difficult to find it in ourselves to praise you when things are 
going so badly as they seem to be right now. But the psalmist reminds us why our 
praise should be never ending – your deeds are glorious and majestic and your 

righteousness endures forever. You have caused wonders to be remembered. You 
are gracious and compassionate, and you provide food for those that fear you. You 
remember your covenant forever. The works of your hands are faithful and just and 

all your precepts are trustworthy. Lord God, you do so much and you are so 
wonderful, gracious and compassionate – help us to never forget to give you the 

eternal praise that is rightfully yours. May your people in your whole world praise you. 
May all the animals and all in nature praise you. May we praise you with eternal 

praise – God our Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. Amen 



Saturday (Martin Luther) 

Reading – Revelation Chapter 19, verses 6 to 10 

Then I heard what sounded like a great multitude, like the roar of rushing waters and 
like loud peals of thunder, shouting: 

“Hallelujah! For our Lord God Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice and be glad and give 
him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride has made herself 

ready. Fine linen, bright and clean, was given her to wear.” (Fine linen stands for the 
righteous acts of God’s holy people.) Then the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed 

are those who are invited to the wedding supper of the Lamb!” And he added, 
“These are the true words of God.” 

As the song goes, you, Lord God, reign over all the earth. You reign over every 
stream and every sky. You reign over every child and every adult. You reign over 

every city, every town, every village, every hamlet and every piece of countryside. 
So let us now rejoice and be glad give you the glory. Help us to live our lives in a way 
that shows that you are reigning over us and everything we do – may our whole lives 
be one long hallelujah to our King. And as our lives echo that hallelujah, may others 
here it and come to you and recognise your reign over them too. You are the one, 

true, merciful, forgiving King – let us rejoice! Amen 

 

 

Sunday – All Saints Day 

Reading – 1 John 3, verses 1 to 3 

See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children 
of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did 

not know him. Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not 
yet been made known. But we know that when Christ appears, we shall be like him, 
for we shall see him as he is. All who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as 

he is pure. 

Lord God, thank you that your love is more great than we can ever imagine, and 
because of that love, we can call ourselves children of God, because that is who 

we are. We pray that, at this most difficult and trying of times, the world would come 
to you and know you and know that they are children of God too, and we ask that 

we would all play a part in that happening. We can’t keep this to ourselves – the 
whole world must know that they too are children of God. We know too, that when 

Christ appears we shall be like him and we will see him as he is – may our hearts 
ache for all those we know who don’t this themselves and may we be the ones who 
help them get to that point themselves. We have such hope in you, through Jesus, 
and we ask, Lord God, that the rest of the world would have this same hope, at this 
time when all seems hopeless. May your whole world purify itself, nature, animal and 
human, and become like your Son Jesus who is pure. May this whole world become 

pure and become the truly amazing and wonderful place you created it to be. 
Amen 


